04/13/2006 15:15 FAX SIS 452 5579 



HESLIN ROTHENBERG 



il 003/008 



AMENDMENT 

In the Claims : 

Please amend claims 1 as set forth below. In compliance with the Revised Amendment 
practice, changes in the amended claims are shown by underlining (for added matter) and 
strikethrough (for deleted matter). All the pending claims are reproduced below. 

1 . (currently amended) A check valve comprising: 

a body configured to permit fluid to flow therethrough, said body including a 
flange extending circumferentially around an inner periphery of the body, the flange 
having an inner surfece defuiing a valve aperture; and 

a poppet valve moveably mounted within the valve aperture, said poppet valve 
including a longitudinal axis, a ^«^aH, ^ r.f.ntinuous annular ring and a pluraUty of guide 
legs between the head and the continuous an nular ring, said plurality of guide lefis 
extending from the head and throu^ the valve aperture, each of the plurality of guide 
legs including an outer peripheral surfece facing the inner surface of the flange, the outer 
peripheral surface including a radial first section and a radial second section, wherein the 
radial s econd section is recessed back firom the radial first section in relation to the inner 
surface of the flange. 

2. (currently amended) The check valve of claim 1 , wherein the radM.second 
section of the outer peripheral surface is spaced at a greater distance along the longitudinal axis 
away from the head than the radial first section of flje outer pwipheral surface. 
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3. (currently amended) The check valve of claim 1, wherein outer edges of the 
radial first and radial second sections of the outer peripheral surfaces are rounded. 

4. (currently amended) The check valve of clami 1 , wherein the ra^ second 
section of the outer peripheral surface forms a flow path with the inner surface of the flange to 
permit debris to pass between the radial second section and the inner surface of the flange while 
the valve is in an open position. 

5. (currently amended) The check valve of claim 1, wherein the outer peripheral 
surface includes a radial third section extending longitudinal along a center portion of the outer 
peripheral surface of the guide leg, wherein the radwl third section is at a same radial distance 
from the longitudinal axis as the radial first section. 

6. (currentiy amended) The check valve of claim 1, wherein the radigJ first section 
is in close proximity to tiie inner surface of the flange to aid in guiding the poppet valve in the 
valve aperture during operation. 

7. (currently amended) The check valve of claim 1 , wherein the radLal first section 
includes a diameter formed on an arc of a circle having a diameter slightiy less tiian a diameter of 
the valve aperture. 
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8. (cuirently amended) A check valve comprising: 

a body configured to permit fluid to flow therethrough, said body including a 
flange extending ciicumferentially around the inner periphery of the body, the flange 
having an inner surfece defining a valve aperture; and 

a poppet valve moveably mounted within the valve aperture, said poppet valve 
including a longitudinal axis, a h^aH, « rnntitiimus annular ring and a plurality of guide 
laps between the bead and the continuous an nular ring, said plurality of guide legs 
extending from the head through the valve aperture, each of the pluraUty of guide legs 
including an outer peripheral surfece facing the inner surface of the flange, the outer 
peripheral surface including a first section spaced at a first radial distance from the 
longitudinal axis and a second section spaced at a second radial distance from the 
longitudinal axis to allow debris to pass between the second section and the inner surfece 
of the flange while the valve is in an open position, wherein the first radial distance is 
greater than the second radial distance. 

9. (original) The check valve of claim 8, wherein the second section of the 
outer peripheral surfece is spaced at a greater distance away fiwm the head than the first outer 
peripheral surface. 

10. (original) The chedc valve of claim 8, wherein outer edges of the first and 
second sections of the outer peripheral surfaces are rounded. 
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U. (original) The check valve of claim 8, wherein the second section of the 
outer peripheral surface forms a flow path with the inner surface of the flange to allow debris to 
pass therebetween. 

12. (original) The check valve of claim 8, wherein the outer peripheral surfaces 
includes a third section extendmg longitudmal along a center portion of the outer :peripheral 
surface of the guide leg, wherein the third section is at the same radial distance fy>m the 
longitudinal axis as the first section. 

13. (original) The check valve of claim 9, wherein the first section is in close 
proxunity to the inner surface of the flange to aid in guiding the poppet valve in the valve 
aperture during operation. 

! 
1 
t 

14. (original) The check valve of ciahn 9. wherein the first secti< m includes a 
diameter fomed on an arc of a circle having a diameter slightly less than a diam iter of the valve 
aperture. 

1 5. (currently amended) A check valve comprising: 

a body configured to permit fluid to flow therethrough, said body including a head 
and a flange extending from the head and circumferentially around the inner periphery of 
the body, the flange having an inner surface defining a valve aperture; and 

a poppet valve moveably mounted within the valve aperture, said poppet valve 
including a longitudinal axis, a t.>pH, a rnntinuous annular rine and a plurality of guide 
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lags between the head and the conti mmus annular ring, said phiralitv of gwde legs 
extending through the valve aperture, each of the pluraUty of guide legs including « 3 
radial outer peripheral surface facing the inner surface of the flange, wherein a flow path 
is defined between a section of the radial o uter peripheral surface and the inner surfece of 
the flange while said poppet valve is in an open position to allow for debris to pass 
between the radial outer peripheral surfaces and the inner surface of the flange. 

16, (original) The check valve of claim 1 5, wherein the flow path is defined 
longitudinally along the guide legs at a distance firom the head of the poppet valve. 

17. (original) The check valve of claim 1 5, wherein a second section of the ra^ 
outer peripheral surfaces of the guide legs is in close proximity to the inner surfece of the flange 
to aid in guiding the poppet valve during operation. 



18. (Cancelled). 

* * * * * 
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